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Copy of the MEMORIAL of the Minister, Churchwardens and ParishioneiH of 
St. Paul’s Parish, City of Dublin, in Vestry assembled, the 29th December 
1818; relative to the Grand Jury Cess. 

To His Excellency Charles Chet’wynd Earl Talbot, Lord Lieutenant General and 
General Governor of Ireland. 



The Memorial of the Minister, Churchwarden, and the undersigned 
Parishioners of the Parish of Saint Paul’s, in the County of the 
City of Dublin ; 



Most respectfully sheweth, 

T hat by the acts of the Legislature sevei-al taxes have been imposed upon the 
Inhabitants of this city, to be raised by Grand Jury Cess : 

That your Memorialists have felt the progressively increasing weight of this tax- 
ation, yet they for years submitted to it without a murmur, until it at last became so 
oppressive and unjust, that we, the undersigned Memorialists, Parishioners of Saint 
Paul’s, assembled in Vestry on the Twenty-ninth day of December one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, after due investigation, have discovered and find that 
frauds to an enormous amount have been committed, and others attempted to be 
committed, and sums levied off this parish unauthorized by law, under the head of 
Grand Jury Cess. 

Your Memorialists most respectfully beg leave to state, that they are ready, and 
hereby undertake to prove, before any tribunal your Excellency may be graciously 
pleased to appoint, the truth of the foregoing allegation. 

Your Memorialists therefore most respectfully approach your Excellency, 
praying that your Excellency will be graciously pleased to order or direct a Com- 
mission to issue, to inquire into the applotment and appropriation of Grand Jury. 
Cess in the city of Dublin for the last ten years. 

And your Memorialists will pray. 

(Signed) Arthur S. Adamson, Curate, 

David Lindsay, Churchwarden. 



Valentine O’Connor, 
Jonathan Shortt, 
William Murjjhy, 
Andrew Hopkins, 
Anthony Cooper, 
John Plunkett, 
Joseph Ashley, 
Thomas Day, 

Edward Journeano, 
Thomas Roney, 
William Halw'ay, 
Zacharias Foxall, 
George Whitaker, 
William Russell, 
Jonathan Harding, 
James M'^Cormick, 
Richard Henry, 
Charles Gibbons, 

P. Colgan, 

John Cullen, 



John Hynes, 

John Flood, 
Matthew Smyth, 
Hugh Reilly, 

H. Kelly, 

James Murphy, 
Laurence Reilly, 

N. Gibbons, 

Hugh Oldham, 
Blair and Grehan, 
John Tate, 

James Newman, 
Richard Parsons, 
John Quin, 

Patrick Kennedy, 
James A. Joumean, 
A. Borrodale, 

John Smith, 

John Hitch, 
William Craig, 



Colcloughs,Rafferty& Co. 
Thomas Fleming, 

John Mackin, 

Bernard Delany, 

Samuel Fitzpatrick, 

John Goodwin, 

W. Mara Ham, 

Patrick Colgan, 

Matthew Brett, 

John William Mora)i, 
Arthur Wise, 

Gat. Clarke, 

James Toghcr, 

Thomas Graham, 
Michael Kelly, 

Charles Henry, 

Charles B^g, 

Thomas Willis, 

Kelly Madden, 

James Gallagher. 
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Copy of the MEMORIAL of the Householders of St. Mary's Parish, City of 

Dublin, in public Vestry assembled, nth January i8ig; relative to the Grand 

Jury Cess. 

To His Excellency Charks Earl Talbot, Lord Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Householders of the Parish of Saint Mary, in 
the City of Dublin, in public Vestry assembled ; — Monday, nth 
January 1819. 

Most humbly Sheweth, 

THAT Memorialists beg leave to approach your Excellency with the warmest 
sentiments of respect and confidence, and, with the utmost deference, to represent 
to your Excellency a great and increasing grievance under which they labour, in 
common with all the other Householders of this City. 

Memorialists humbly submit to your Excellency, that one of the local Taxes of 
this City, called, “ Grand Jury Cess,” has progressively increased beyond what 
would be sufficient for all the necessary pusposes which the Law intended; and. 
which Impost, in addition to the numerous other local Taxes, bears heavily and 
oppressively upon them. 

That the manner in which the Accounts of this Tax have been kept is irregular 
and unsatisfactory ; that the system, as now practised, is not calculated to prevent 
frauds or to correct abuses ; and further, that part of the sums collected as Grand 
Jury Cess, and brought to the Treasurer’s Office, are constantly applied to pur- 
poses neither sanctioned or presented by such Grand Juries, or in any manner 
brought into the Accounts. 

That this exorbitant and illegal taxation is the result, as your Memorialists 
humbly conceive, of the partial and unfair mode which invariably prevails in em- 
pannelling the presenting Grand Juries, inasmuch as those Juries are taken from a 
limited pannel, composed exclusively of the leading members of the Corporation of 
this City, many of whom occupy other public situations, as those of Aldermen, 
Managers of the Metal Main Tax, Police Magistrates, Contractors with public 
Establishments, Commissioners of public Boards, &c. ; and several of whom, in 
discharging the duties of Grand Jurors, thus sit in judgment upon their own Ac» 
counts, as well as upon other Accounts and Charges immediately connected with 
their permanent employments, for doing the duties of which they are amply com- 
pensated. 

That, however upright or exemplary the conduct of those persons might be. 
Memorialists humbly submit, that the important functions of Grand Jurors ought 
not to be monopolized by them, or by any other class of persons ; Memorialists 
being humbly of opinion, that by the constitution those functions sliould be oc- 
cupied by persons indifferently t^en from amongst all who are duly qualified ; 
of which description there are in this city, as Memorialists believe, at least two 
thousand. 

Your Memorialists would humbly submit to your Excellency, that this extensive 
power of taxation and patronage (for those Juries have the appointment and 
removal of all persons employed in the collection of the Tax) thus vested in the 
same men, term after term, and year after year, must create in them an undue 
desire for its continuance, and prevent that w'holesome circumspection and 
control, which a succession of different persons would ensure. 

Memorialists further submit that this mode of forming the Grand Juries is not 
likely to be abandoned or altered so long as the Sheriffs and the Sub-Sheriff, 
whose province it is to empannel all Juries, are solely under the influence and 
control of the said Corporation, consisting of about one hundred and fifty 
persons. 

And 
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And Memorialists humbly state to your Excellency their serious apprehensions, 
that this practice of selecting Juries from amongst a few, who are thereby 
considered a privileged class above their fellow-citizens, may operate most 
materially to affect the impartial administration of Public Justice j and is con- 
sidered by your Memorialists as an alarming innovation. 

May it therefore please your Excellency to take the matters herein into your 
early consideration, and to institute a commission solemnly to inquire into 
Memorialists most humble complaint, on behalf of themselves and the other 
Householders of the City of Dublin, or to relieve Memorialists in such other manner 
as to your Excellency may seem meet. 

And they will pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Parishioners in Vestry assembled. 



(Signed) 



Charles Thorp, ~\ 
Richard Wright,] 



Churchwardens. 



Correct Copies. 

C. W. Flint. 
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